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Study on Transformation and Improvement of Living Environment of
Historic Area in Beijing Old Castle

HAOYUAN Cheng

The purpose of this study is to clarify the formation, transformation process and current situation of the
historical district of Beijing Old Castle, and to obtain a guideline for improving the living environment.
The subjects of this study are Xintaicang district of the inner castle and Xuanxibei district of the outer
castle. In these two districts, the blocks based on ‘Si-he-yuan’ are left in a relatively good condition, but in
recent years, the living environment is changing drastically due to the rapid influx of population from rural
areas and local cities.

During this period, redevelopment of existing urban areas has been promoted in each city in China, and
the major factor is the large change in the living environment due to the influx of population from rural
areas and local cities. Specifically, a lot of ‘da-za-yuan’ where multiple families live in the traditional
housing ‘Si-he-yuan’, which was once one household originally lived, have appeared, and the agricultural
land area around the city is rapidly expropriated to the urban area. It is pointed out that a residential area
called as ‘Cheng-zhong-cun’ appeared in the process. Furthermore, in recent years inside a large city, the
‘Peng-hu-qu’ area which is densely populated with ‘Peng-hu-fang’ was formed, which has become a problem,
and due to the clearance-type redevelopment, it is being pointed out that the cultural heritage of the area
will be destroyed.

For the revitalization of the district, it is considered that a new method for improving the living
environment on-site is necessary, and it is extremely important to show the concrete image. We devise a
maintenance method that can achieve both preservation of the cultural heritage and renewal of the block.
The method it could be a great guideline of development for the historical block of Beijing Old Castle, which

has similar problems.
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