Clinical correspondence to hepatocellular
carcinoma-related lesions with atypical

radiological pattern
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Fig. 1

Patients undergoing liver resection for HCC-related
nodules
n= 1467

Excluded n = 320
Patients with multiple nodules

Patients undergoing liver resection for single HCC-
related nodule
n=1147

Excluded n = 1075
Patients with typical radiological pattern

Patients undergoing liver resection for single HCC-
related nodule with atypical radiological pattern
n=72

Table 1. Patient characteristics

Variables Group 1 (n = 39) Group 2 (n = 33) Pvalue

Age, yr 70 (41-82) 68 (30-81) 0.088
Male, n (%) 27 (69.2) 18 (54.5) 0.290
Non-enhanced tumer, n (%) 16 (41.0) 23 (69.6) 0.015
Hepatitis, HB/HC/nBnC 5/25/9 4/20/9 0.919
Liver, LC/CH/NL 22015 /2 T/11/5 0.357
Size, mm 20 (9-40) 17 (8-32) 0.056
AFP, ng/mL 13.2 (0.6-5881) 5.6 (0.8-86.3) 0.003
DCP, mAU/mL 26 (10-915) 21 (1-18142)* 0.263
Repeated liver resection, n (%) 7(17.9) 2 (6.0 0.128

* One patient with high DCP level took warfarin before surgery.

HB, hepatitis B virus: HC, hepatitis C virus: LC, liver cirrhosis: CH, chronic hepatitis: NL, normal liver! AFP, alpha-fetoprotein: DCF, Des-gamma
carboxy prothrombin.



Table 2. Pathology

Group 1 (N = 39)

Well differentiated HCC, n (%) 14019.4)
Moderately differentiated HCC, n (%) 21(29.1)
Poorly differentiated HCC, n (%) 41(5.5)

Group 2 (N = 33)

Early HCC, n (%) 24(33.3)
Hepatocellur adenoma, n (%) 1003
Dysplastic nodule, n (%) 2(2.9)
Regenerative nodule, n (%) 229
Focal nodular hyperplasia, n (%) 4(5.5)
Liver
Cirrhosis, n (%) 39(54.1)
Chronic hepatitis, n (%) 26(36.1)
Normal liver, n (%) 7(0.7)

Table 3. Uni* and multivariate analysis

Univariate Analysis Multivariate Analysis*
Variables OR (95%CI) Pvalue OR (95%CI) Pralue
Age 0.96 (0.91-1.00) 0.290 0.96 (0.89-1.03) 0.359
Gender 0.57 (0.21-1.50) 0.088 0.63 (0.16-2.25) 0.731
Vascularity 0.90 (0.11-0.78) 0.015 0.30(0.07-1.07} 0.065
Hepatitis 1.24 (0.22-4.26) 0.919 0.73(0.07-6.95) 0.693
Liver 0.29 (0.03-1.64) 0,357 1.09 (0.25-4.80) 0.885
Size 0.14 (0.01-1.05) 0.056 0.93(0.86-1.01) 0.094
AFP 0.98 (0.96-0.99) 0.003 0.98(0.96-0.99) 0.014
DCP 1.00 (0.99-1.00) 0.263 0.99 (0.99-1.00) 0.172
Repeated liver resection 0.29 (0.04-1.33) 0.128 0.18(0.01-1.55) 0.129
* Logistic regression model.
AFP, a-fetoprotein: DCP, Des-gamma carboxy prothrombin.
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Figure 2. Distribution of serum AFP level and tumor
pathology as shown by box plots. There was a significant
correlation between AFP and pathology (P = 0.003).
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Figure 3. Survival outcomes after liver resection. There
were significant differences between the two groups in both
overall (A) and recurrence-free (B) survival rates for patients
after liver resection,
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