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Study on the Formation of the Social Base of Intelligence in Small Rural Cities

Masao ISHII

“Small rural cities,” with populations of 30,000 to 100,000 people, are located in rural areas. They were
formed during the Great Merger of the Showa Era, by amalgamating towns and villages into cities. In
addition to the unique agendas that resulted from their formation processes, their regional economies are in
difficult circumstances, when compared to other urban centers.

On the other hand, the “experimental proof” that is promoted by the region pertains not only to the growth
and increasing affluence of the regional economy, but also to the region’s residents and businesses, and its
status and direction, which brings business growth and hope to their futures. It has shifted from “material
and money” to “matter and people.” It can be pointed out that more emphasis is needed on establishing and
forming the region’s “social resilience.” In addition to this paradigm shift in values, the conditions and bases
required must be also be present, so that the logic of “spontaneous development” and a “learning region,”
which forms the keynote of the embodiment of “experimental proof,” can occur. At present, it remains a
conceptual arrangement, and there is not enough evidence of self-reliance and logic based on actual
experience.

Given this background, rather than focusing on the physical infrastructure, this study describes the capacity
for innovation that will enable the region to become self-supporting, and develop a dynamic and vital

«

culture that has interwoven “people and matter” (behavior and activities) into its “intellectual social
infrastructure” These qualities are considered to be important planning factors when forming the
sustainable regional development of former towns and villages, and the community as a unit of everyday
living space. This logic and the related mechanisms are studied with specific cities as research objects, and
the aim is to present the formation of a model of intellectual infrastructure suitable for small rural cities.
The analysis conducted for this study was based on the following four steps. First, the regional
characteristics of a local small city were analyzed. Secondly, the actual urbanization process was analyzed.
Thirdly, a comparative study was conducted of the characteristics and mechanisms of the urbanization
process. Finally, the formation model of the intellectual infrastructure was presented.

As a result, by classifying small rural cities, three pillars necessary to the formation of dynamism for the
promotion of small rural cities were identified: cornerstone formation, deepening its relevance, and the
independence of citizens, all of which are requisite to supporting its effectiveness, and the associated
mutual relationships. Further, based on these findings, the model of the formation of dynamism, which can
be the formation model of an intellectual social infrastructure, is presented. With this model, mutually
relevant structures are elucidated: “human resources promote projects,” “businesses train human resources,’

and “the actual achievement of project implementation is the creation of the next project.”
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B 0 202 471 972 899 14.8 —

B TR OFEE

TrbbH AHTED 30 FF£RDOIEI> T FEE 5 EEOERICKFEL TWDHbIT Th
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