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When we think about the relation of the objects surrounding us to our personal
experiences of them, we are sometimes tempted to say that these personal experiences are

the material of which reality consists — How this temptation arises will become clearer later on.
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When we think in this way we seem to lose our firm hold on the objects surrounding us.
And instead we are left with a lot of separate personal experiences of different individuals.
These personal experiences again seem vague and seem to be in constant flux- Our
language seems not to have been made to describe them. We are tempted to think that in
order to dear up such matters philosophically our ordinary language is too coarse, that we
need a more subtle one.

We seem to have made a discovery — which I could describe by saying that the ground
on which we stood and which appeared to be firm and reliable was found to be boggy and
unsafe. — That is, this happens when we philosophize; for as soon as we revert to the
standpoint of common sense this general uncertainty disappears. (The Blue Book (1934)
http://mickindex.sakura.ne.jp/wittgenstein/witt_blue_en.html)
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The forces in action are not national but proceed from wider causes, which operate upon
each of the parts and are not intelligible in their partial operation unless a comprehensive
view is taken of their operation throughout the society. Different parts are differently
affected by an identical general cause, because they each react, and each contribute, in a
different way to the forces which that same cause sets in motion. A society, we may say, is
confronted in the course of its life by succession of problems which each member has to
solve for itself as best it may. (Arnold J. Toynbee, A Study of History, Abridgement of Volumes
I-VI by D.C. Somervell, Oxford University Press, 1946, p.3).
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